Having assembled for the purpose of uniting our efforts in promoting the requisite knowledge of the dental science, and for inspiring a laudable zeal for the elevation of the art, by mutual and reciprocal interchange of opinions, and experience connected therewith, you will allow me to congratulate you, and the whole fraternity of our profession, upon the fact, that we are not obliged to hang our harps upon the willow, and yield obedience to infuriated zeal or blind fanaticism, but are permitted to bring to bear upon our favorite profession the highest grade of mental power, mechanical skill, and scientific research. The dark clouds of ignorance and obscurity, that have so long hung heavily over our craft, are now vanishing away, and the dawn of brighter days are smiling upon us, and already do we find ourselves reposing in the confidence of an intelligent and liberal community. 1845.] of Professional Excellence.
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And it now becomes our duty so to preserve and so to demean ourselves in our vocation, as to justify the fond hope that ere long we shall be seated on the mountain's brow of science, possessing and enjoying a lofty pinnacle of professional fame.
A profound knowledge of anatomy, physiology, and pathology, is indispensable to the practical dentist; and he who is deficient in such knowledge, can never attain to that lofty summit of celebrity, to which the truly scientific mind delights to aspire. Every day's experience teaches the importance of forming societies for the promotion of mutual good. The The science of dental surgery is yet far from being perfectly 1845.] of Professional Excellence. Finally, brethren, let our abiding motto be, onward in the inarch of improvement?onward in the march of science, invention, skill, perseverance, enterprise, and above all, the faithful discharge of all our solemn obligations.
